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The Galston Gumnut 
Galston Public School Newsletter 

Wednesday 5th February 2020 
Phone: 9653 2062    Fax: 9653 1980 

Email: galston-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au  
Website: www.galston-p.schools.nsw.edu.au 

 
Calendar Dates 

Week 2, Term 1 
Friday 7th February No Assembly 
Wed 5th to Fri 7th February Dural/Hornsby Network Leadership Camp 
Week 3, Term 1 
Monday 10th February Textbook Collection day 

Tuesday 11th February Parent Information Evening, 6pm – 7:25pm  
P&C Meeting 7:30pm 

Wednesday 12th February Scripture classes 2020 commence 
Friday 14th February No Assembly  
Friday 14th February GPS Swimming Carnival at Galston Aquatic Centre 
Week 4, Term 1  
Tuesday 18th February Peer Support Training Day 
Wednesday 19th February Peer Support Session 1 
Friday 21st February No Assembly 

 
Note Due Date 

Swimming Carnival  Friday 7th February 
 

From the Principal 
Textbook Collection Date Change 
With lessons now well underway and students settling into their new classrooms and routines, textbooks will soon 
be sent home to be covered and returned to school.  Unfortunately, due to unforeseen circumstances, this will occur 
on Monday 10th February (Week 3) as opposed to this Thursday February 6th (Week 2) as previously advertised.  
Apologies for any inconvenience this miscommunication may have caused and we look forward to the prompt return 
of books once covered. 
 
Kindergarten Have Landed!     
What an exciting start we have enjoyed to our first full week of the year!  Our newest learners have now completed 
their Best Start assessments and were raring to go first thing Monday morning.  These assessments allow us to 
differentiate learning for students of all abilities from day one of their schooling, and we are extremely proud of how 
well the 2020 Kindergarten children have settled into their new classes.  There were no tears (from the children at 
least!) and our Year 1 – 6 students have been outstanding in their kindness and care for the Kindies while out in 
the playground.  While we have some students embarking on their Primary schooling as the oldest child in their 
family, there are also many siblings and even second generations attending Galston PS right by their side.  We 
enrol families at our school, and this community feel has been a joy to experience as we celebrate the milestone 
that is the first day of Kindergarten.  Many thanks to Mrs Bolger for her organisation of Kindergarten transition, as 
well as the P&C for organising a delicious morning tea to welcome and comfort our Kindergarten parents. 

 
Dural/Hornsby Leadership Camp 
Over the next three days, our Year 6 student leaders Jack, Katelyn, Jordan and Myffy will be representing Galston 
PS at the Dural/Hornsby network Leadership Camp at Vision Valley.  The aim of this camp is to identify, encourage 
and develop leadership skills in our young student leaders so that they are more able to meet the challenges of 
their leadership roles back at school throughout the year.  We are very proud of these 4 students and are certain 
they will be highly engaged by this experience.  Both Mrs Muscat and myself will be visiting them throughout their 
time at this camp.  Who knows, perhaps we’ll learn a thing or two while we’re there! 

Week 2, Term 1 
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Meet the Teacher Evening Week 3 
In 2020, Meet the Teacher evening will take on a slightly different format.  In the interests of maximising time for 
parents to be in classrooms, we will not be holding an introduction in the hall.  Instead, classrooms will be open at 
the following times: 

6pm to 6:25pm - Kindergarten to Year 2 

6:30 to 6:55pm - Years 3 and 4 

7pm to 7:25pm - Years 5 and 6 

7:30pm - P&C Meeting (All parents welcome to attend) 

A note will be sent out this week with more details, and we look forward to hearing parent feedback regarding the 
updated format. 

 

Sports Uniform Term 1 
Beginning in Week 3, classes will be required to wear sports uniform on the following days: 

Kindergarten to Year 2 – Monday  

Year 3 and 4 – Wednesday 

Year 5 and 6 – Friday 

Many thanks to parents for the weekly organisation of these uniforms, as this allows our teachers to deliver high 
quality instruction in sport, fitness and PE for all students.  

 
Keen to contribute? Your Canteen needs you! 
Since arriving at Galston PS, many parents have spoken with me about the ways they can contribute to our learning 
community.  Throughout the year, we will have many of these opportunities, where I look forward to building our 
already strong sense of community and school pride with our students, staff and families both in classrooms and 
the beautiful grounds of our school.  Watch this space! 

We are fortunate to have a dedicated team of volunteers manning our canteen on a weekly basis, and I would like 
to publicly thank these hardworking parents for the time they spend providing nutritious and delicious canteen 
options for our children at recess and lunch.  Currently, we are in need of volunteers in the role of supervisor for 
any Fridays available.  Training is user friendly and able to be completed on the job over the course of a single 
Friday shift.  If you are able to volunteer (no matter how infrequently), please let our friendly office staff know 
ASAP… 

 

Holiday Works 
As is the case in many schools, holiday works in January are commonplace, and Galston PS is no different.  A new 
septic tank has been added to the OOSH cottage, increasing capacity for the building and improving our already 
impressive facilities.  On Thursday 6th February, the septic tanks at the back of the Library will be receiving a much 
needed deep cleanout.  This work will commence at 7:15am and is predicted to be finished by the 8.55am bell.  As 
always, staff will be on site to ensure students are kept well out of the area for safety.  

 
Mobile Phones at school 
Many of our students bring their mobile phones and other digital devices to school for a variety of reasons.  For 
safety and security, it is an expectation that students hand these devices in to the office at the start of the school 
day and collect them at the 3pm bell.  Over the next few weeks, our policies in this area will be reviewed and 
families of students who require these devices will be given an updated copy for their reference.  At school, the 
hours between 8:30am and 3pm are for learning, playing, teamwork and developing social skills/relationships for 
our students.  While technology is undoubtedly an important part of this time, your support in ensuring our policies 
around personal devices are adhered to by all students is greatly appreciated.   

 

Allan Ison 
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Swimming Carnival 
The 2020 Galston Public School Swimming Carnival will take place next Friday 14th February at Galston Aquatic 
Centre.  All students from Years 3–6 will attend.  Students in Year 2 turning 8 years old this year who can swim 
competently are also invited to compete.   
If you are available to be a parent helper at the Swimming Carnival, please send a note to Mrs Hitchcock as soon 
as possible.  Thank you! 
 

 
 

Premier’s Reading Challenge 2020 
Notes about the 2020 Premier’s Reading Challenge will be sent home on Thursday 6th February.  If you would like 
your child to participate, please return the completed form. 
 
Delia Morgan – PRC Coordinator 
 
News From 5-6M 
A big welcome to 2020 and the new school term from 5-6M!  We have been very busy in our jungle-themed 
classroom this week getting ourselves organised and prepared for an awesome year ahead!  We have been 
organising our school books getting ready to cover them, decorating title pages, getting to know our teacher Miss 
Mifsud and even some new faces in our class.  We have had a great week settling into the school routine.  Even 
though we have already had some super hot days, in 5-6M we are extremely thankful for our air conditioner which 
has recently been fixed!! 
 
In class this week we have been able to start using our class laptops, which we 
LOVE!  It is always so much fun using laptops in the classroom for learning, there 
is SO much on the laptops to learn.  This week we have been using the program 
Microsoft Powerpoint to create a slideshow presentation about what school was 
like in the past.  We researched the classroom dynamics and rules from hundreds 
of years ago, and we were amazed to find some pretty interesting facts. As a class 
we look forward to learning lots of new and exciting skills on the laptops this year!  
 
Also this week the Year 6 students met their Kindergarten buddies and have been 
spending some time to get to know them each day just before recess and lunch 
time.  Stage 3 have been helping the Kindy students adjust to their new school life 
and routines, teaching them our school rules with pride.  We love spending time 
with our buddies and helping them to settle into Galston Public School.  
 

 

Madelaine Mifsud – 5-6M 
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P&C News 
P&C News 
Welcome back to all our GPS families!  I hope everyone had a lovely break over January and is enjoying being 
back with all their friends.  A very warm welcome to both our new kindergarten students and any other new families 
that have joined us this year.  And, of course, a big GPS welcome to our new principal Mr Ison.  We look forward 
to working with you in the coming months. 
We would also like to wish Ms Wallace good luck in her new relieving role at Rouse Hill this year. 
 
P&C Meeting 
Our first P&C meeting for 2020 will coincide with the information evening on Tuesday 11th February at 7:30pm in 
the school library.  Everyone is welcome to attend, and we love to see any new faces.  Please note that future 
meetings will commence at 7:00pm. 
 
Parent Directory and Class Contact List 
As in previous years, we will again have a class coordinator for each class to update you on the week ahead and 
send out any additional information from the school or your class teacher.  To make sure I have your details, can 
you please either fill in the note that went home last week and return it to the office OR follow the link to complete 
the survey: 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2L9G3GB 
If you have filled in the survey, you do NOT need to return the note as well.  If you can’t remember whether or not 
you have completed it, send me an email.  
PS – just a reminder that classes in years 3-4 and 5-6 have teachers with similar initials this year, which has 
required some changes to the initial that particular teachers’ classes have gone by in previous years, so do check 
with your child or last week’s newsletter just what their class is called.  Mrs Hitchcock’s class is 3-4B and Mrs 
Muscat’s class is 5-6G this year. 
 
Kim Alsdorf – P&C President, kim@galstonpandc.org.au; 0481 439 663 
 
 
Canteen News 
Friday 7th and Monday 10th February Lunch + Counter Sales 
Please lodge orders through Flexischools.com.au by 9.15am. 
If your child is absent from school on a lunch ordering day you are able to cancel the order online prior to cut off at 
9.15am or call Flexischools on 1300 361 769. 
 
Please update your child’s class in Flexischools.  We had a couple of students listed in incorrect classes at lunch 
service on Monday. 
 
**The Canteen will remain OPEN ALL TERM thanks to Megan Kirkland.  Megan has been working the phone to 
fill in ALL the shifts that needed filling in order for us to open.  If Megan had not undertaken this task, the canteen 
would have been closed for 5 Fridays and 4 Mondays.  Thank you Megan!! 
 
We require parent volunteers to pick up our sushi order at approx 11am on a Friday.  If you are able to help, please 
contact me on 0424 578 579 or email and I will put a roster together. 
Dates that require pick up are:

7th February 
21th February 
28th February 

6th March 
13th March 
20th March

 
The new 2020 Summer Canteen Menu is again included in this newsletter.  Please take note of the Counter Menu 
prices when you supply some spending money.  If your child does not have the required amount of cash we are 
unable to supply the item/s. 
 
We are now stocking OZBAKE Pizza Wraps.  A number of students sampled the wraps at the end of 2019.  The 
feedback was very positive.  They are heated in their packaging and eaten folded over so that the filling does not 
fall off. 
 
We will still stock the GF Arrowroot biscuits even though they are not mentioned on the menu.  We feel that a low 
priced GF snack item should be available for students that are unable to eat wheat. 
 

mailto:kim@galstonpandc.org.au
http://flexischools.com.au/
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We can no longer sell Honey Soy Chips.  We are trying to source a replacement. 
Granola bars are currently out of stock.  According to the manufacturer it will be another couple of weeks before 
they are available.  
 
Louise O'Rourke – Canteen Committee 
 
 
Uniform Shop 
All orders placed on Flexischools during the school holidays will be delivered to students in their classes on the first 
day back at school in 2020.  
 
The uniform shop is open twice a term unless the following term will be a change of season/uniform, in which case 
we will open on an additional afternoon. 
 
We encourage all parents and carers to order uniforms via Flexischools.  Orders will be packed and sent home with 
students at the start and end of each week.  Any enquiries please contact us via uniformshop@galstonpandc.org.au 
 
Uniform shop opening dates for Term 1 2020 will be as follows. 

Wednesday 5th February 2.30 - 3.15pm 
Wednesday 12th February 2.30 - 3.15pm 
Wednesday 1st April 2.30 - 3.15pm 
Wednesday 29th April 2.30 - 3.15pm   

 
Kristie Chambers and Belinda Crofts – Uniform Shop Coordinators 
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