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Calendar Dates 

Week 1, Term 1 
Friday 31st January  No Assembly 
Week 2, Term 1 
Monday 3rd February  Kinder students commence  
Thursday 6th February Textbook Collection Day  
Friday 7th February No Assembly 
Wed 5th to Fri 7th February Dural/Hornsby Network Leadership Camp 
Week 3, Term 1 

Tuesday 11th February Parent Information Evening, 6:30pm – 7:20pm  
P&C Meeting 7:30pm 

Wednesday 12th February Scripture classes 2020 commence 
Friday 14th February No Assembly  
Friday 14th February GPS Swimming Carnival at Galston Aquatic Centre 

 
Note Due Date 

  

From the Principal 
Welcome Back  
Welcome back to all our new and returning Galston Public School children and families.  I hope that you enjoyed a 
wonderful break over the Christmas and New Year period, creating memories with family and friends. 
Many thanks to all of the families, community members and staff who have made me feel so welcomed at both our 
end of year Carols in the Valley celebration in 2019 and on our first day back today.  My name is Allan Ison and I 
am thrilled to be taking on the role of Principal at Galston Public School.  Prior to this appointment, I have been 
lucky enough to serve in the role of Deputy Principal at Caddies Creek Public School in Glenwood for the past 
seven years.  Prior to that, I spent 12 years as Assistant Principal at Beaumont Hills, Old Guildford and Jannali 
East Public Schools.  I have also relieved as Principal for extended periods at Seven Hills and Kenthurst Public 
Schools over the past few years and feel truly privileged to have the opportunity to lead such a vibrant learning 
community here at Galston Public School.  
As I have said to the children at our morning assembly today, it was interesting to read about the Galston Public 
School learning community over the school break, however it is an entirely different (and more exciting!) privilege 
to get to work as part of this team and experience the fabulous learning opportunities on offer for the children of 
our beautiful school each day. 
Already today, I have been fortunate enough to tour the school to see our students utilising our extensive facilities, 
visit each of the classes engaged in their learning, as well as begin to form connections with our students during 
their breaks at recess and lunch.  
Over the past 20 years as a passionate school leader in different contexts all over the Sydney region, it has been 
my great pleasure to work with a vast array of truly talented teachers and office/support staff.  If the interactions I 
have been involved in throughout the holidays and at our Staff Development Day this week are anything to go by, 
I look forward to my time leading the ongoing educational journey of the students of Galston Public School, as well 
as getting to know our community of parents and friends as they are led by this highly engaging group of educators. 
 
Staffing Updates 
In the last few days of Term 4 2019, Ms Wallace was successful in her application for the position of Relieving 
Deputy Principal at Rouse Hill Public School for 2020.  This is an amazing opportunity for Ms Wallace, and while 
her skills and expertise will be sorely missed at Galston PS, we wish her all the best in her professional progression. 

Week 1, Term 1 
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Mrs Bolger will take on the role of Relieving Assistant Principal for K-2 in Ms Wallace’s absence, and we welcome 
Mrs Leanne McDonald to the Galston PS staff as she teaches 1-2M in 2020.  We also welcome Mrs Hitchcock and 
Mrs Haine to full time class roles this year. 
Our classes for 2020 will be as follows: 
 KM         Miss McRae (formerly known as Mrs Bray)  
 K-1B  Mrs Bolger – Rel Assistant Principal 

1-2M   Mrs Leanne McDonald 
 2P   Mrs Pendharkar  
 3-4F     Mr Finch – Assistant Principal 
 3-4B    Mrs Hitchcock 
 3-4H    Mrs Haine 
 5-6G   Mrs Muscat – Assistant Principal 
 5-6S    Miss Sundin  
 5-6M      Miss Mifsud  
 
Uniforms Week 1 and Term 1 
Parents are asked to have all children attend school this week in summer school uniform Thursday 30th January 
and sports uniform Friday 31st January.  Class teachers will send home information regarding sports days for their 
classes/stages ASAP as part of their communication of routines for Term 1. 
 
Galston Public School Support Staff 
The following staff members will operate in specialist positions during 2019, providing support to the students and 
teachers throughout the year.  We are fortunate to have the services of these dedicated staff members who are 
committed to providing a quality, well-rounded education for the students of Galston Public School.   
Office Staff 
The hard-working team of Mrs Le Vavasseure (Rel School Administration Manager) and Mrs Morgan (School 
Administration Officer), as well as Mrs Steele and Mrs Uebel in a part-time capacity, will continue to run our office.  
The care they show to your children, friendly manner in which they deal with the many visitors to the office and the 
support they provide to our teaching staff is first rate.  
Relief from face-to-face (RFF) and Library 
All teachers have two hours release from face-to-face teaching each week to prepare lessons, assess and mark 
students’ work, and reflect on professional practice.  This year, Mrs Cansdale will be filling our three-day per week 
RFF position and will be teaching the new Science and Technology syllabus.  
Mrs Antonie (Tuesdays and Thursdays) and Mrs Weiss (Wednesdays), with the assistance of Mrs Morgan, will be 
running our library.  Each class will have a one-hour library lesson, during which they will be encouraged to develop 
a love of literacy and hone their research skills. 
In 2020, our three Assistant Principals will also be utilising one day per week off class to facilitate whole school 
programs and Staff Professional Learning throughout K-6.  Mrs Muscat will be replaced by Mrs Cansdale, while Mr 
Finch and Mrs Bolger will be replaced by Mrs Payne, with normal programs overseen by the Assistant Principals 
in operation during this time.   
Learning and Support Program 
Mrs Ward will continue as our Learning and Support Teacher (LaST), working from Monday to Thursday, with three 
days funded by the Department of Education.  An additional day is funded through our generous P&C.  Mrs Rose, 
Mrs McGhie, Mrs Gage, Mrs Parkinson and Mrs Trethowan will be supporting our students in various capacities 
this year as School Learning Support Officers (SLSOs).  
School Counsellor 
Mrs Louisa Holm will support the needs of our students as our School Counsellor. 
 
Galston Public School Mobile Phone App 
Do you have our school App on your mobile phone yet?  Getting the App is free, easy and compatible with both 
iPhone and Android.  The App gives you access to the school calendar, weekly newsletters, instant 
messages/reminders, absent notes, change of details form, uniform shop and the current canteen menu.  Available 
now for download at the App store and Android/Google Play market. 
 
Labelling 
Please label your child’s belongings.  Clothing can be labelled with either a permanent laundry marker or sew/iron-
on personalised labels.  Pencil case, pencils, pens, glue sticks etc. can be labelled with permanent marker or taped-
on labels.  
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Parent Information Evening  
Our annual Parent Information Evening will be held on Tuesday 11th February, coinciding with our first P&C meeting 
for the year.  A note detailing the evening will be sent home soon.  The P&C meeting will start at 7:30pm in the 
school library and parents are most welcome to attend. 
 
Swimming Carnival 
The 2020 Galston Public School Swimming Carnival will take place on Friday 14th February at Galston Aquatic 
Centre.  All students from Years 3–6 will attend.  Students in Year 2 turning 8 years old this year who can swim 
competently are also invited to compete.  The permission note will be sent home soon.  Children are to bring their 
recess and lunch to the carnival. 
 
School Information 
Have you changed your postal address, email address, phone numbers or work details?  It is vital that we have 
correct student information.  Please inform the school office if you need to update this important information. 
 
Before and After School Care 
Galston Out of School Hours (OOSH) operates five days per week in the cottage in the southeastern corner of the 
school.  Breakfast and afternoon tea are supplied.  Permanent and casual bookings are available.  OOSH also 
offers vacation care.  For information on Commonwealth Childcare Assistance, contact the OOSH Centre.  For 
further information and up-to-date fees, please drop in to the cottage or phone on 9653 1823.  Galston OOSH 
shares the school site, however, its operations and policies are overseen by Galston OOSH Incorporated, not 
Galston Public School.  Galston OOSH Incorporated is a not-for-profit operation, run and overseen by a parent 
committee and an OOSH Supervisor.    
 
 
2020 Term Dates 

Term 1 
Tuesday 28th January – Thursday 9th April 

(Year 1-6 students return Wednesday 29th January, Kindy commence Monday 3rd February) 
Term 2 

Monday 27th April – Friday 3rd July 
(Students return Tuesday 28th April) 

Term 3 
Monday 20th July – Friday 25th September  

(Students return Tuesday 21st July) 
Term 4 

Monday 12th October – Friday 18th December 
(Students return Monday 12th October and finish Wednesday 16th December)  

 
 

 
Allan Ison (Principal) 
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P&C News 
P&C Meeting 2020 
Our first P&C Meeting for 2020 will be Tuesday 11th February.  As it will be held following the Parent Information 
Evening, the starting time will be 7:30pm instead of the usual 7:00pm.  Hope to see you there! 
 
Kim Alsdorf – P&C President, kim@galstonpandc.org.au  
 
 
Canteen News 
Friday 31st January (CLOSED) and Monday 3rd February Lunch + Counter Sales 
Please lodge Monday orders through Flexischools.com.au by 9.15am. 
If your child is absent from school on a lunch ordering day you are able to cancel the order online prior to cut off at 
9.15am or call Flexischools on 1300 361 769. 
 
Welcome back to a new year at Galston Public School!  The new 2020 Summer Canteen Menu is included in this 
newsletter.  We have had some price increases due to supplier price increases.  We have tried to keep price rises 
and the number of items affected to a minimum.  The new prices are reflected in Flexischools.  Please take note of 
the Counter Menu prices when you supply some spending money.  If your child does not have the required amount 
of cash we are unable to supply the item/s. 
 
We are now stocking OZBAKE Pizza Wraps.  A number of students sampled the wraps at the end of 2019.  The 
feedback was very positive.  They are heated in their packaging and eaten folded over so that the filling does not 
fall off. 
 
We will still stock the GF Arrowroot biscuits even though they are not mentioned on the menu.  We feel that a low 
priced GF snack item should be available for students that are unable to eat wheat. 
 
We can no longer sell Honey Soy Chips.  We are trying to source a replacement. 
 
****We require a Stock Controller.  Our current volunteer has left the school community.  If you can assist or would 
like some details about the role, please contact me as soon as possible on 0424 578 579 or 
canteen@galstonpandc.org.au.  
 
We still require volunteers for Monday and Friday canteen shifts this term.  The links to sign up are below.  Please 
remember if we are unable to fulfill all shifts for the day we will need to close the canteen.  
I will advise the closure dates of the Canteen next weekend (1st February). 

Monday roster:  https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0d4ba8a823a6f58-monday2  
Friday roster: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0d4ba8a823a6f58-friday2 

 
Louise O'Rourke – Canteen Committee 
 
 
Uniform Shop 
All orders placed on Flexischools during the school holidays will be delivered to students in their classes on the first 
day back at school in 2020.  
 
The uniform shop is open twice a term unless the following term will be a change of season/uniform, in which case 
we will open on an additional afternoon. 
 
We encourage all parents and carers to order uniforms via Flexischools.  Orders will be packed and sent home with 
students at the start and end of each week.  Any enquiries please contact us via uniformshop@galstonpandc.org.au 
 
Uniform shop opening dates for Term 1 2020 will be as follows. 

Wednesday 5th February 2.30 - 3.15pm 
Wednesday 12th February 2.30 - 3.15pm 
Wednesday 1st April 2.30 - 3.15pm 
Wednesday 29th April 2.30 - 3.15pm   

 
Kristie Chambers and Belinda Crofts – Uniform Shop Coordinators 

 

mailto:kim@galstonpandc.org.au
http://flexischools.com.au/
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